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PM: UPHOLD NATION'S
UNITY AND SOLIDARITY

Cabinet ministers
highlight shared
values in Malaysia
Day messages

KUALA LUMPUR

ALAYSIA Day is not

only about commem-

orating the union of

diverse regions and
cultures, but also symbolises the
nation’s resolve to remain united
in diversity, said Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim.

He said the celebration honours
past generations who resisted
colonial rule, upheld dignity and
laid the foundation of an inde-
pendent and sovereign nation.

“This country was built on the
blood, sweat and tears of gener-
ations who lit the torch of free-
dom.

“The duty we bear today is to
ensure that this torch continues
to shine brightly as our guide in
navigating the challenges of a
new era,” he said on Facebook
yesterday.

Malaysia’s strength, he said,
lies in its people who uphold val-
ues of humanity, justice and sol-

idarity, reinforced by robust in-
stitutions and good governance.
“Let us commemorate Malaysia
Day by reaffirming our ideals and
commitment to a framework that
upholds human dignity, rejects
moral decay, avoids division and
positions this country as an ex-
ample of credible leadership in the

Ghani said Malaysia Day was not
only about celebrating the coun-
try’s formation but also the
bonds of unity that make it a
strong, harmonious and resilient
nation.

“Let us continue to strengthen
the spirit of solidarity, mutual re-
spect and cooperation in build-

region and on the global stage.” ing a more prosperous Malaysia
Deputy Prime < B for the generations

Minister DatukSeri g7 THhiS country tocome.”

Dr Ahmad Zahid " was built on Communication

Hamidi said
Malaysia’s diversity
of cultures, reli-

the blood, sweat
and tears of

Minister Datuk Fah-
mi Fadzil said
Malaysia Day was

gions and ethnicity an opportunity to

was what made it generations who keep the spirit of

unique. lit the torch of patriotism alive
“With the theme freedom. throughout the

‘Malaysia Madani: year.

Rakyat Disantuni’, DATUK SER! ANWAR “Do not take pride

we are reminded |BRAHIM in flying the Jalur

that this nation’s
strength lies not on-
ly in development
and progress, but also in the com-
passion and care we show one an-
other,” he said on social media.
Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Fadillah Yusof said unity has
been the backbone of Malaysia’s
strength for more than six decades
and the peace enjoyed today was
the fruit of people’s sacrifices.
Plantation and Commodities
Minister Datuk Seri Johari Abdul

Prime minister

Gemilang only dur-
ing National
Month. That spirit
must live in our hearts through-
out the year,” he said.

Health Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Dzulkefly Ahmad said universal
healthcare formed the real foun-
dation of unity, while Education
Minister Fadhlina Sidek said the
amendment to make secondary
education compulsory was
Malaysia’s gift to its children on
this occasion.
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Spirit of patriotism: (From left) Ahmad Zahid, Fahmi, Nga, Tiong, Sim and Azalina were among several ministers reminding Malaysians of the meaning of Mdaysu Day.

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia's
diversity In cultures, religions
and ethnicities is a priceless
heritage that makes it unique in
the eyes of the world, says
Datuk Seri Dr Ahmad Zahid
Hamidi.

“With the theme ‘Malaysia
Madani: Rakyat Disantuni’, we
are reminded that this pation’s
strength lies not only In
development and progress, but
also in the compassion and care
we show one another,” the Deputy
Prime Minister said in 2 Facebook
po;lsmerdaz‘

Other natlopal Jeaders also
shared thelr messages for the
2025 Malaysia Day.

Communications Minister
Datuk Fahuni Fadail sasd the spirit
of dc-(m\dln‘gi the nations
sovervignty and dentity must live
I every citizen, resninding them
that being Malaysian carries a
great responsibility.

“Do not only take pride in flying
the Jalur Cemilang during
National Month. That spirit must

Iive in our hearts throughout the
year

“We must defend our country’s
sovereignty, our identity, our
nation. That is the message | want
to convey” he said in Penang

Housing and Local Government
Minister Nga Kor Ming described
Malaysia Day as a monumental
event for the country, which must
always be cherished as part of
nation building

“It siznifies the tmportance of
Sabah, Sarawak and the peninsula
working together as a big and
caring family

“We must have unwavering
determination to promote unity
and harmony in our diversity.” he
added

Tourtsin, Arts and Culture
Minkster Datuk Seri Tiong King
Sing sald the spirit of Malaysia
Day should inspire unity as the
nation res to welcome the
world for Visit Malaysia 2026.

The Bintulu MP said Malaysia's
strength Bes in its diversity, with

heritoge, orts and culture forming
the backbone of its identity and

global appeal.
Tiong sald the occasion is not
just  about commemorating

istory but also about showcasing
the nation’s unity and harmony to
the world.

Human Resources Minister
Steven Shin said the passing of the
Gig Workers Bill this year marked
a historic step in protecting 1.2
million gig workers nationwide,
including in Sabah and Sarawak.

“This ensured that 2.06 million
workers In Sabah and 1,46 million
workers In Sarawak now enjoy
the same benefits as those In
Peninsular Malaysia," he sald

St added that Malaysia Day s
a reminder of the unity in
diversity that defines the country,
as well as the lmportance of
fairness for all  Malayslans,
particularly workers who drive
the nation's progress.

Minister in the Prime Minister's
Department (Law and
Institutional Reforins) Datuk Seri

Azaling Othman Said stressed
that Malaysia Day b an
unity for all to renew their
oredae to build a Malaysia that is
ir, inclusive and prosperous for
all.

“Malaysia Day s a sacred
reminder of the day our federation
was born - a promise forged on
Sept 16, 1963, when Sahah
Sarawak, and Malaya united as
one nation. It is not merely a
historical milestone but a lving
covenant of trust, respect and
shared desting,” she said.

Works Minister Datuk Sen
Alexander Nanta Lingg! described
Malaysia Day as a sy of unity,
federalistn  and togetherness
across the pation

“Let us preserve the peace and
unity we enjoy for the well-belng
of Malkayska as a whole. Happy
Malaysis Day to all Malsysians'
May this nation always be blessed,
progressive and prosperous for

Dzulkefly Ahmad said that access

Ministers: Unite for stronger future

Remember what makes our country unique, Malaysians urged

1o universal healthcare services
forms the real foundation of
unity.

Home Minister Datuk Serl
Saifuddin  Nasution  Ismail
reminded that Malaysia was born
out of 2 pledge to remain united
in diversity.

Sclence, Technology and
Innovation Minister Chang Lih
Kanz underlined that harmony
and solidarity are the country’s
greatest strengths in facing global

Deputy Entrepreneur
Development and Cooperatives
Minister Datuk Sert R, Ramanan
said that Sept 16 was more than
Just & date on the calendar, but a
day to reflect on the nation’s
journey of courage, diversity and
uniy

Malaysia Day Is 4 reflection of
our spieit that never gives ur ouy
determination  that wa
believes in hope, and our unlty
that remains strong despne trials
and attemnpts to divide us* said
Ramanan.
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Unity, diversity key to
national strength, says PM

») Anwar calls on Malaysians
tohonour past sacrifices,
carry forward good
governance, justice and
resilience as nation marks
Malaysia Day

:EY‘AII‘__

KUALA LUMPUR: Prame Misoser Daodk Sert
Anwar Ibeahim bas arged Malsywans W carry
forward the spirit of solidarity, justice and
resilience as che sason marks Malayws Day,
SAYING unity feonalne e CoMnETY & Ereateut
unengh.

In a meviagy possed o bils Facebook pagr.
Anvwar resninded Malovuens that the natian s
foundatson was bl sn e sacrfices of carier
Rrnevations that “wed blood. swoas and wan’

to fight the sorch of independence

e sald that flame must continue to gesde
the country as it faces the demands of & e
« g era

. vsia's strength does ot rest only on

s nsthtutions bt also n s who
hmuunlpﬂ'?‘“

He sald in a workd fractuced by condiics and
mm Malaysia’s ability W  forge
out of difference wn It apart & an
cxample In the region and beyood
“Let us show the world that Malaysia can be
.mmmwmu.m

lnn'idlf«dlmmhumm
muumwuuwu

we can p by pass down o o
chiideen and gr o

Anwar's remarks come ot a time when

al leaders have been reminding

pointing us twowards the chall of the
futiare

Anwar stressed that Malaysia Day s moee
than pust a historical markes

He added that it is & reminder of how
regions  with  differest culn and

Malaystans 1o safeguard soclal cobesion
amid economic pressures and global
uncertalnties.

His call was both a trtbute 1o the nation’s

backgrounds came togedier i 1961 o basdd 2
common natloahood

“That 1% & blessing that
the bonds of Our duty soday & w0
bonow that legacy by rejecting corrupon,

revisting dihviion and peotecting the digneey of
every cittren

“Uinuity 5 not a slogan. It s the Meblood of
this nation”

Anwat urged Malaysians o view diverury
et 3% & weakness Bt as 3 unkjue strenge

founding spirit and a rallying cry S
Maleysians 10 renew thelr commitment 1o
ptice, good governance and mutual respect

As the country consnemorates Malaywia
Day, Anwar wiged citizens 10 celebrate the
nation's phiralism as a blesing and © remam
stoadast (n bullding o Malaywia that wands il

with
'&mmm-hﬁdpm.
& natlen that
shines as a beacon of

prospecity and i
endures, (nspires
hope i the regan.”

Memorial park for Pak Lah to be built in Kepala Batas

KEPALA BATAS: The Tun Abduliah Ahenad
Badawe Memonal will be Busit o the Vison Park
area heve, a5 2 wbaste 10 the late ffth preme
menister for his  character.  leadershin,
contributions and service %0 the nation, sad
National Unity Menster Datuk Ason Ago

are tharkful 10 the Penang governeneet for

Eardier. media reports quoted Penang Cheef
Minister (haw Kon Yeow 26 1aying that the state

government had alocated 2 0.8ha plot of nd n
Wision Park for the memonal.
Aaon  said  Abdulah's  wide ranging

contributions I poliics, admunsTation. human
development and sational umity had left 2
mnmmmmdum

said among the m mnsters
bk wese the of the
Mai Inouse the Cances

i ey

Ay

Aaoon, act
evect 1 Kepala Batas yesterday

institute, the strengthening of the Acts
Corruption Agency (now known as the
My AntsLorruption Comr x

as the introduction of islam Madhor, which
emphassed 2 balance between physical

orngarsed by Nat ol Unity Deputy Meviaer Sacawarthy Sardiasomi, at the commemoatve

MASRY CME ANVTHESUN

embrace & a5 3 source of national strengh”
The event was by the Natonad

Bermama
It featured talks by Bertam Assemblyman
mumwmmmm

Pk

development and human capital
n his efforts to gthen | unity. he
mmwmmwm

y wged
wmmwamm

Understandng  Insttute
mmmmm&m

Yusof Othman, and 2 Father's Story” session
Mwmmw,umm

National leaders
|. -

solidarity,
KUALA LWUMPUR: Mational leaders wged
wnMMmmMumtgm
the country marked M G2nd Malayws ODay
yosterday, reminding that unity remans the
nation’s most peecious legacy for future
generation

Deputy Poeme Munister Datuk Sert Or
Ahmad Zatud Marmsd said Malaysa's diversity
of cuftures, religions and ethnicities Is a
prceless heritage that makes the nation
unque

With this year's theme Molayso Madant
Rokyat Dosantani we ave reminded that
strength ey not andy in development but also
n the compamson and cae we thow 1o one
ancther” he wvd n 2 post on his Facobook
page

Deputy Frene Mennter Datuk Son Faddlah
Yusof saed ety has Deen the backbone of
Malayso s stabebety for Over s docades.

Uity enables w 10 mowve forward seguwal
sepoky (together . overcommeng challenges,
drrving progress and Malaysia's
place on the gobal stage On this Malaysia

Day. let us renew ouwr resolve 10 preserve
unity, reject dwisive politics and safeguard
stabdey”

Communicanons Minister Datuk Fahmi
Fadol wwited the public to join the official
celebration in Burrerworth and enliven it

et us colebrate the speit of unity,
freedom and lowe for owr hometand *

Works Minster Datuk Sen Alexander Nanta
Lngg dewcnbed Mataysa Day as a symbal of
Wty and fedesadam

et us preserwe the peace and
togetherness we enyoy for the well being of
b Mapoy Mataysa Day May owr nation
shways bDe blessed  progressive  and
prowperoun”

Moakth Mimeter Dutuk Sorl Dr Dzulkefly
Alwrad sadd urwwensal access 20 healthcare
forms a true fousdation of wunity, whilo
Education Muruster Fadhiens Sidek haghighted
the mowe to make secondary education
compuisory as Malayuiss ‘gift 10 s children”
this yeor

Home Minster Datuk Ser Salfuddin
Nawution ismad remvnded Mataysians that the
federation fse¥ was boen out of & pledge 1o
reman united N Swveruty

Schence, and Innovation
Minister Chang Lb Kang said solidarity s
Malaysa's greatest strength in facing global
challenges.

Ao extending groetings were Youth and
Sports Minister Mamnah Yeoh, Federal
Territories Minister Datuk Serl Dr Zallha
wmbﬂmm&@
Deo, who reaffemed ther commitment to
ensunng tha: Mabysia semains inchusive,
compettive and forward-lookmng. - Bemama



——

National leaders
urge people

yesterday, reminding
nation’s most precious legacy for future
generations.

Prime Minsster Datuk Sert Dr

freecdom and love for owr homeland”

we enjoy for the well-being of
dlways De Dblessed, m’n and

the move to make secondary education
cmmsumm»um
this year

Home Minister Datuk Sert Safuddin
Nasution lsmail reminded Malaysians that the
federation itself was bormn out of a pledge 10
remain united in i

Scence, Technology and Innovation
Minister Chang Lih Kang said solidanity is
Malaysia’s greatest strength in facing global
challenges.

Also extending greetings were Youth and
Sports Minister Hannah Yech, Federal
Territories Minister Datuk Seri Dr Zakha
Mustafa and Digital Minister Gobind Singh
Dec, who reaffimed thekr commitment to
ensuring that Malaysia remains inclusive,
competitive and forward-looking. ~ Bemama



Nasional

Skim Beli Sekarang, Bayar

« Sepooncbin 218

Kemudian dikawal selia

Kemudahan buka
akaun BNPL

dedah risiko
pengumpulan
hutang tak terkawal

Vah
i s bl .

SRV A A

el
HENE

Knala Lumpue: Sry perbbod e
an Aall Sekarang Rapw Toam
s (NP
“nfs h
wyste bakal berakiur oo aco
api

Mrngtior Ak Krodsr Songge
g sung Teskol Rl oo aeenin
POTEIIIMRGN: SWIrgam Targ 5
aakio pr i howy e
msin! dkisifbies ar s
l

pruganasay
rkiRsa

Kowmodatar
ANTT. o
cars rakyas
SUTSE S
cutama <a

AL P
A sdagig

ArsuTan lang
acluiusan ponms B oo gL

ihan wanva hig® pesedelon Ya-
vangon, darigod: gaget ckekov
ik hindgn bepats peliaian S
yom, SO gus N porNE
LS ST ST R
Namun, g sehalks b PR
v, peertimbal s peese koo
M eanimbuikan e >t gae

Trend pesakit T20, VIP ke hospital kerajaan

sl ZUSKIUSIE. =

endiliwm 3 3 WA
gvend win dua jubar rws
're

Scmpodadonn srotubusy Leleey
w ohann IINTY Ao v L wirn

Bt e sutaascdaddoan porgruny
-en oa
Sl Youg 80 workiaw ul dan per

weprede il 0

boie o Yorhe e g e
Yol angdiaan AW angan
weah s po

Mrurrncart rasis 1ta, kcraaam
whodh geonkof un
gl 000 aperas)

| 4 ‘L l] -
ol e
Wy
Kot Pweian ™vaoans oo
g Pessatsuasn Kovaet g
o 0 Al Heasan Al
saliksn tala

= Ry W
e prengres g AR Krsal o Ty g

SN2 300 makdum Salas ang
scmy Repmets Femman S, e
ardakan =g awgakam dasar

- ! ;.( '|2_[_‘
“ S namgelk penlhghka-
o v tap Gari e
peogEgunaan BNPL.
ok wesvars
- 3 Lam
pronnghatan
1inggi i
& s sudah
iha "

M= IA

e mongawal sela
Yo

sobdor " Al
Hassar,

Y ivm din 5
1 PENAUISan VAN %0-
b el e

Felac dorlata demldilam da-
S st tranu Do cashdusy ber
and BE e dvu i

Abu s brriana, fxkus Ul

* N @A perstaram o un
ek membiag 2 Jaringan ke
sobameviam. owtans hati aodo

st a2 crmasuk Ha dom

- TR e

Relar Lethan

.-

AT zAn 2

Yada Kawalin
ter et Uy

hang wlrama

ANyl sl m

o Tharman g e osla
oy, sy ol ewrsheu
onlabilan  uwigen  mewka
Poalit oo Iawdagaon

e v el (el e
AT R VUSRI SUBCESS I L 1
I T S R T s RSN
mandaters ot syariaat BNML
uilul pebom  peaining e
mampuan prgeees oongamb!
Lo Asmy

ol harakos accalan wehi
SN SN TALG WAL YANE

peeklocamstan  potiu

prodom Tener e
var manpy unrek ecbuat ba
o balk " Retanys

seaun s, Adw ss derkata,
whis e b dom egel e
tolusar sopeTraien dengan s
kst DNFL abon domsibben un
X Temaparikar aegan Tas
OISy Gy G YWALL ot g
nait! hagt keleszan ponthay

Julsy

s sl o

pergaurTa P
selenar e oo
TIEESS sl elaralg

pembdciizn dan borln

s e s ket b
wal targgungiowar Surahania-
v vl it Do e "L b by
hertanca Dal ara saeg A<ar har.
ondak sctagas poogawal stun
rmgal Wk seows skl
krocit bulan task nanet,
Veciee R [
METOPUNY! $S0Orang
wisn abon
RNFL maa he
b el SXT
“Rag! ooy BN

wabam o pemtin
b mmrTUd teres

ina sem-

atry lavgkah 22 scrondokon © PRl perlindungam Xmgg

oo Kvnsetangan B ses vl O LRI SR R R RN
Kivd dlanggap s haan’ wdhavg T acerban Miangan Iravasral
sal Jarigeda chmeastes how g ENIL srmagion dargeds 02
Fawrneal Pt pals e o Kedim
MNeovka  poctu meoeragian 2088 gy J0LE Jusa peede st
alandar i mevs semg v - e b e S0

oyt dan beruvpcran Pmmboos Moot Krwaagals,
Prie s gt s iam B Yo Teubes jumlish
walb omo min rasakn NP g4 1me
. o b~ A ot daripss

AT e pada soparul kidu

bl e oo | vdn Jelo heguds JO34 S Walivn
juan unruk okt mosas i scpored portaans =han 1
anal e msution perkholeots Eotomye, puaiiels aksus DNPL
ENFL. I aeahE Tang kN mge memitgial da.
untuk < mpece 51 pums sbosun pods skar
anlara MmErgR ar  Soomds- N gadla £35 fma pasda

lon tinodog sewangan o m 2ar bulow Jum tabom un

# Kerajaan bimbang sekiranva
tiada kawalan, ramai yang

mungkin terjerat dalam kitaran
hutang pada nsia muda, yvang
boleh menjejaskan kestabilan
kewangan mereka pada masa
hadapan ,

Abws taawman A ban raboys
Konas Maiban Nosges |
Fertatnasar Knoglt e

el

PR

Tempoh menunggu, rawatan berpotensi lebih lama

b T L T S
WP MCTLROGHE SN

anla v athan

ena!

Kuala Lomspar Tood ghutun w

saukit dalan goxcogan borponda
Palan Chegl AT dm it
komaossan (V19 B hoapital ke

roefoe o T e 15w uial Kuinds
Lampur (HKLL Serpolens! e
R B L T e e LU S L]

wAtas merad e pronjang
Iebox Fowspden Pyrsviusn v
ratatan Makesia VAL Natak

Ler
WA

Ut Kalwinder Ssgh ¥
Kala wa'a apim siven
awam terbuka Lepadd semua
kyal laris megins lear Teln.
kang. reningiatan =xmiah posa
LS ST T I TR
tertadap sapastt sadiz ada
Delinn Decionon, v geeanhi

T20 dar V1P memih haspliizl

Kty 'nan s« g din be ars "erien T e lali
e K0S rawtan J8 sekber s oLAR N |
W Wi e e e T e Bt poede wmeme e o Konogntlan

e Eromnien: esur St Gl e endogetar wrtrara han ter
e Lings) e T Wendl i M
s mgkl erangkal.” xatanmw

i Individa Rere meng®
o nnpuban ek e e
stars L b b we o | o

S o (AR TERRTR N T
wrgene) Tasims kesthatan

el we

wthotr rem otom ¥y Seadl t LL awusd s
kesihalan awam dar wwmca » - ‘dam TP
sakie dibooikan pengagoon yang r Ealvaadcs ceyarankan
s ks Calamn DR e A = 1 A paan hevi
N2 perhiaton ot ovalan ks pon
SO0 B, e A a s el o Rl omin . smwsta da e
pesakit dalam susoem Sedioes o oo belagawan e

e M e g re R e e e wansed B petpthin
pordaps an, e margeys 283 3 Fame meocusapd dalam sck.
i perwsitesn o o besalotwe wvonn dan ey

hidmatar fcar il



WEDNESDAY | SEPT 17,2025
n&m

FOLLOW

Malayan tigers, orangutans,
turtles under siege

»> Climate change is compounding poaching
fires and habitat loss, pushing iconic species
closer to vanishing unless urgent actionis

taken: WWF-Malaysia

W BY KIRTINEE RAMESH
newsdesk @thes undeasly com

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia's most
leonic wildiife - from the elusive
Malayan tger w0 the Bomean
umnuulm and marine turthes - are
ulx a climate-fuelied crisis that
wipe them out in the wild
unleu urgent action s taken,
wamed WWE-Malayséa.

"Climate change Is compounding
every existing threat -
habitat loss, unsustadnable
development - pushing our wildiife
closer 1o extinction.” sakd lts senbor
conservation director Dr Henry
Chan.

"We are running out of thme W
L)leﬂ the very ecosystems that

ep these spectes alive”

The critically
Malayan tiger, already besteged by
poaching and shrinking forests, now
faces added pressures from
droughts, forest fires and shifting
rainfall patterns. These changes

Drought adds another peril, that of
peat fres. In August, fires scorched
Mukaly's peatiands, an area without
orangutans but with similar solls.

A single major fre could wipe
out entire groups overnight. Erratic
rainfall s also disrupting fruiting

leaving food scarce.

"Unpredictable weather s
making survival more uncertain
ecach year Without urgent action,
Sarswak risks losing one of its most
kcondc species within our Netime”

WWF data shows omngutan
numbers in isolated forest patches
within Sabah's palm oil estates
plunged by up 10 30% between 2002
and 2017, underscoring the urgency
of wildife corridors. Marine turthes
are equally at risk.

“Warmer sand temperatures are
shewing hatchling sex ratios heavily
toward females, jeopardising future
breeding Stronger storms and rising
seas are eroding nesting beaches,
while coral bleaching has reduced

threaten prey bati and
disrupt frudting and ‘.mwhg cyches,
forcing tgers (o stray closer to Orang
Asli villages iy search of food

“Fragmented habitat corridors
could hulhw Isolate  small
l‘l 1atl '™ 8 “
gvmnc diversity harder to su\nln'
Chan explained. WWF-Malaysia is
working with community rangers in
the Belum-Temengor  forest
complex to restore corridors and
remove snares.

“Reconnecting forests and
protecting prey species are critical if
the Malayan tiger is o survive the
next decade”

In Sarawak, orangutans in the
low-lying peat swamps of Sebuyau,
Sedilu and Gunung Lesong face
rising seas that could drown feeding
grounds and sever travel routes.

ges, the main food sowrce for
hawksbills

A disrupted food chain and
vanishing nesting grounds could
destabilise entire populations” he
warmned

Chan stressed that much stronger
action s needed to safeguard
rainforests, mangroves and coral
reefs - the country’s natural defences
against climate change.

He sald WWF-Malaysia has
identified key priorities that must be
accelerated:

© reconnect fragmented habitats
through ecalogical networks such
as the Central Forest Spine;

© protect and reswore peatlands and
mangroves as carbon sinks and
coastal shields;

© rehabilitate degraded river-basin
forests 1o secure water supplies;

Wildlife such as the arangutans and tigers are under theeat due 10

deforestation and unsustainabde developrmen

AZAHAR SYED OSMAN/THESUN

© expand marine protected areas;
© swrengthen sustainable fisheries
and empower local comm

SYED

£, sad WWE - Malaysia

One success story, Chan noted, s
the "Reef Stars” project in Sabah's
Tun M ha Park, where more

© enhance enforcement with
drones, camera traps and elDNA
monitoring and

© promote deforestation-free supply
chains and incentivise conservation
among landowners and indigenous
Broups.

g

than 22500 coral fragments from
over 30 species have been restored
through 1,620 reef frames.

He said the result saw live coral
cover increased by nearly 10% and
fish biomass surged 20-fold within
just six months.

ON TWITTER

Halal exhibition
Mihas 2025
opens today

KUALA LUMPUR: The Mm
International Malal Showcase (Mihas)
retums for its 215t edition at the
Malaysia Intermnational Trade and
Exhibition Centre beginning today
until Saturday.

Organised by the Malaysia External
Trade Development Corporation
(Matradle), Mihas 2025 will be officiated
by Prime Minister Datuk Sen Anwar
fxahim on Friday, Bernama reported.
Recognised as a significant platform for
the halal sector, Mihas 2025, themed
“Pinnacle of Halal Excellence’, will see
the participation of 45,000 visitors,
2,400 booths, as well as exhibitors and
buyers from 80 countries, according to
Matrade in a statement yesterday.

The trade promotion agency said

the four-day event will provide global
businesses, policymakers and industry
thought leaders opportunities for
deaks, dialogues and collaboration
through s multiple components,
including  exhibition,  Incoming
specialised buying mission (INSP),
Knowledge Hub seminars and an
awards ceremony.
Matrade sald this year's Mihas
Invites trade visitors to a well-curated
exhibition space highlighting halal
food and beverage, pharmaceuticals,
medical devices, Islamic finance,
fashion and lifestyle products, personal
care, cosmetics and Muslim-friendly
towrsm,

"Wehas 2025 serves as the trade
component of the Global Halal Summit
(GHaS),  undedining  Malaysia's
commitment to advancing standards,
innovation  and transnational
partnerships a5 the halal sector
develops further”

Following the success of Mihas 2024
in Dubal, the agency sald this years
Mihas@Shanghal will be held In
conjunction with China International
import Expo (CIE) from Nov 5 to Nov
10. Matrade saxd Malaysian enterprises
would beneft from a dedicated
platform to present thelr products and
services to the Chinese market, one of
the world's largest and fastest-growing
halal consumer bases.

“Mihas@Shanghai
W"QMWW

their global competitiveness and
build lasting business connections with
buyers across East Asla and the wider
region. Last year, Mihas set a
new benchmark by recording sales
of RM4.3 billion.

enables
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Unicef raises alarm
as obesity levels soar

slobally among the young'

BESITY has sopmex
evleg ameong chil-
dren and adoies
certs bombars-
@ oy “uneths
cal” marketng of juns food,
OLPACING Unde Nounghmet
to beceme tre leading formof
Mainutr bon worldwede for the
firsd e arang thase sged = o
19, the United Nations O idren’s
Fund L=ent) mar-ord
In a dire repoct, the UN chidm- =
agency proected ol nearyore in 10
indviguzls wthn that agegmo wiibe
Lring with the chroric disease this y=ar,
fuel.zd by the sasy auvadacl oy of ultra-
processed fods even noourtnessil
grapalng vaith cnld uncemutntion”.
Teday “whenwe tals sbout malnu-
tribien, we are ne longer wst talking
abaut ndermeght chedren,” Urniced
chiel Cather e Bussed sad nasizie-
ment on the repart’s micase
“Uitra-grocessed food is ncreas
ingly replacing Fruits, segetables and
protein at at me when »atntion clays 3
critcal rele in children's goweh, cogre-
tive development and mental veatth.”
Tha fight 10 reduce warld hunger
15 bearing frelk in some dreas, wir
prevalence of undermesght youths on
0 dovermasd trend, Lalleng o 13 per
cont (o 10 per conl betwees 7000 and
2022 ameng 519 yoor clds, acoorderg
to diata collacted in 190 countnies
But over the same period, over
weight rumbersinthe age =rge have
soared, doublng betwsen 2000 and

A

The Univeed Nationes Chilidren’s Fund is arging govwrnmesis o Lk bindivg ineaseores, incliling wdvevting nesirictions

aned L ow sugary carbonated drinks aud weiaditiy fooeds. peraRt cReni. FRETPIK

2022 from 154 %0 391 myllion

The spier 15 evon mane gronaunsed
for obesitty, 3 more serious form of
everweght 25300 ated with metabolic
gisorders such as diabetes, certain
CANCETS, anxaty and degression

o 22, eght par cent of those 5-19
worldeade, O 163 mullan, were obese,
cogaared wilh Uy ee per cent in 200

‘FAILURE OF SOCIETY"

Given the distingt trends, Unicef
beleves "3 historic turning point” was
reachad this year, with the globs| prev
slance of chesity 3t 5.2 per cant of the

AGE Group surgassng that of uncer
waight, 9t 9.2 per comt. According to
the proections, 188 milon children
and adolescents 3 coese

Uncefbuntly descibed the armary
CUlprit not B poor NANticn decsions
by famules, out wretmcal Dusiness
practices designed (o generate profits,

Chuldren “ane bewig bomaarged by
unhesithy marketng ol junk ‘sads”
especally al school ewhere they are
exposed 1o sugs y drinks and salty
sracks, Kathering Shats, 3 Uniceflegal
expert in nutrtion, toid AFF

Such procucts =72 often cheaper

than fresh foods like fruits, vegetables
and protons, which aro being steadily
reglaced in famlies’ dets

Unicef stresses the faull Las nethe”
with chideen nor their famdies, Sut "a
farlure of SOCHtY 13 Orotect e e vron-
mants tat Guldren grow up

It also Crticised whal £ Called e
lalse narrative thal perhopating m
spocts can oflsol unhealt by dect=,

I s mpassitie o sutrun the
health consequences of 3 deet high
in free sugars, =fined starches, =it
trans-fats, harmful add tives and
excessive 2nargy trrough ghysical

The
sewember o)
averveiiil
poapie
has soared
waorldwide.
FLTURE CREDT:
HELK

actty 3 one

URGENT MEASURES

Hstorcally bevels of overwe ght have
2een hgher nmone Seveoped nabons
They reman hugh ‘or exarrplein Chile

27 pet et = the 5-19 age group,
and the Undled Sddes of 21 per cent

But sance 2000, 1he gap between
“ich and poor couniries. has nar-
owod, Wi obesty rates soaring in
some Faclic ands where imports
are reslacing tradsioral products

Inting Neu the age groun's obesity
—3%e has reached 38 per cent, with the
Cook Islands tooping 37 per cent.

For some nations, 1t = a doutle
curse as hey yrapele wthbathunder-
ulr on and growng coesdy.

Shats Lamwesls that o0 aortan can-
Aot sores or areas o th humanilar-

an crises, berge food and beverage

companes are ta<ing agvantage of
surh stuations and dongting ultra

srocessed foods 1o promate their own
Qe aNT T MBN<eling tactcs

So, while chvid e Lack the avail-
abaty of rerrsonal food, what they do
G acoess 0 i this very unhealthy
f00d because of these "eally predatory
s oer the ndusdry,” she snd

Uniced = wrgng governmends (o

ake bewdkng mexares, induding
advertiang “TErclions, es oh sug
ary t3-bonates drinks snd unhaalthy
foods, 3nd solices that encourage
sroguctio of ‘resh produce.
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